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for union with God, (as to which see later on), why should it be sup-
posed that th-ey can never be realised? Why is man endowed with
those possibilities, if they were intended never under any conditions
to be realised; why such equipment except for self-realisation? Chris-
tian writers may think it blasphemous arrogance to entertain such
an idea ; but those, who have no traditions to uphold, fearlessly assert
fchat we have no right to say " thus far and no farther."
Western thought, it is said, <( has always tended to emphasise the
distinctions of individuality and has been suspicions of anything that
looks like juggling with the rights of persons, human or divine/5 Men
like Inge try to distinguish the Christian doctrine of Unity from the
Indian doctrine; in the latter, according to him, everything is ulti-
mately swallowed up and lost in c the white radiance or black darkness
of an empty Infinite ?; while c the aspiration of European Mysticism
is/ says he, c to find the unity which underlies all diversity, or, in.
religious language, to see God face to face. From the Many to the
One is always the path of the European Mystic ?.
But Kev. Charles Kingsley has the candour to admit that, however
startling this idea of ' deification' may appear to Christian readers
of the present times, they are bound to acknowledge that their own
sacred writings and the utterances of their own Saints countenance
such an idea1.
The author of ( Theologia Germanica 3 is most emphatic on this
point. The highest idea is, according to him, as said. above, that
( God and man should be wholly united, so that it can be said of a
truth that God and Man are one?.
The truth is that the intuitive faculty, which is always with us, is
never so much prized in Europe as the faculties which are developed.
by labour and effort. The development of this faculty is more a matter
of the heart than of the head. The culminating result of tilis develop-
ment is to find God who is ever within us, or, as the Adwitin would
say, we find G-od, for we are he. The author of c Theologia Gemiamca"
tells us, and rightly, ( God can be known only by God \
This may sound blasphemous to modern European thought, but
it must be remembered that, ex Jiypothesi, the man -who uses this
1 See' Indian Eeview' for June 1905.

